
Thai Scientist has been awarded Outstanding Researcher Award “The 7th AAAP 
Animal Science Award” 

 
Professor Dr. Metha Wanapat from Khon Kaen University, Thailand, have been 

honored in receiving the Outstanding Researcher Award “The 7th AAAP Animal Science 

Award” from the Asian-Australasian Animal Production, (AAAP) Societies at the 13th AAAP 

Congress held in Hanoi, Vietnam, during September 22-26, 2008.  This is the most 

prestigious award offered to the most senior researcher whose work has the great impact on 

animal production and development of animal science of internationally significances. It is the 

only one Award offered from the AAAP Societies in every two years for the Animal Scientists 

in the Asian-Australasian Region. This year Professor Dr. Metha Wanapat has been 

internationally recognized to receive the “7th AAAP Animal Science Award” from his 

outstanding research work, due to his long time devotion in research and outstanding 

achievements. 

    



 

  
 
 

   
 
Professor Dr. Metha Wanapat, has been starting his academic career at Khon Kaen 

University, Thailand since 1980 after his graduation with B. Sc. degree in Agriculture from 

Khon Kaen University, Thailand and   M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Ruminant Nutrition from 

North Dakota State University, USA. After two years of work, he was fortunately awarded Post 

Doc. Fellowship by the NORAD to study Post Doc. level at the Norwegian Agricultural 

University, Norway where he conducted research work on straw treatment under Professor 

Frik Sundstol. 

Professor Wanapat, was born in a family of seven members whose father was a 

village school teacher and a mother as a housewife and a farmer.  During his childhood, he 

was raised in rural environment and educated in a village school until he competed to 

advance his secondary education in city schools. He was awarded numerous scholarships 

including an American Field Service Exchange Student Program to the USA and the ASPAC 

Exchange Program to New Zealand where he was exposed and enlighted to new 



environment and culture. His experiences and perspectives had given him more inspiration 

and encouragement to pursue higher education. 

His teaching and research have been on ruminant nutrition in areas of rumen ecology 

and agricultural crop-residues utilization in ruminants particularly in cattle and swamp 

buffaloes. Among his outstanding research work, are those of urea-treatment of rice straw 

and the manipulation of cassava as cassava hay and on-farm food-feed-system development 

especially for the smallholder farmers. His simple and nutritious formulae of diets for 

ruminants have impacted on the use by smallholder farmers in reducing feed cost and thus 

increasing livestock income by engaged farmers. His research works have not only been 

benefitted by farmers and feed industry in Thailand, but also have been disseminated and 

transferred to many tropical countries. In addition, his continuous research work on 

comparative rumen of swamp buffalo have provided more exciting data as why swamp 

buffaloes are more unique in their efficient digestion and performance as compared with 

cattle. 

With his consistent and long term research work, Professor Wanapat has been 

frequently invited to serve in the International Organizations namely  Scientific Advisor for IFS, 

short-term Consultant to FAO in Africa, EU in Vietnam and Cambodia, ICARDA in Pakistan 

,IAEA/FAO  and ILRI in the Asian Region, SIDA-SAREC MEKARN and NUFU Post-Graduate 

Program  for the Asian Region.  Moreover, he has occasionally been invited to give lectures in 

Ruminant Nutrition in many International Conferences for example, at the  11st  and 12th 

World Buffalo Congress, the 6th, 8th, 11st , 12th AAAP Conferences,  the Ruminant Physiology 

and Metabolism Congress,  etc, respectively. 

During the last 29 years of teaching and research work, Professor Wanapat has 

supervised and more than 35 M.Sc. and Ph.D. students who have graduated both from 

Thailand and foreign countries and now working in government and private sectors. His 

research work with more than 150 papers have been published in the International Journals 

including Asian-Australasian Journal of Animal Science,  Animal Feed Science and 

Technology, Journal of Animal Science, Journal of the Science of Food and Agriculutre , 

Microbiology Reports and Current Microbiology etc. 

In addition to the above significant activities carried out by Professor Wanapat, he has 

also initiated the Agricultural Student Exchange Program in 1985 by promoting Thailand to 



become a member of the International Association of Agricultural Students (IAAS). Every year 

about 25-30 students are selected to participate in this program who will stay at host farms in 

Europe for 3-6 months and learn of practical aspects of farming and exchange of culture. Up 

until now over 500 agricultural students have been successfully participated in the program 

and have been working successfully in various goverment and non-goverment organizations.  

Professor Wanapat is now currently the Director of the Tropical Feeed Resources 

Research and Development Center, Faculty of Agriculture, Khon Kaen University, Thailand  

where he is joined by his wife, Professor Sadudee Wanapat a staff at Department of Plant 

Science and Natural Resources and his son, Chach Wanapat, who has completed his M.S. 

degree in Industrial Engineering, Lehigh University, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. and now studying 

further in Financial Engineering at University of Edinburgh and Hariot Watt University, the 

United Kingdom. 

    

           
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 


